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not have to live in the floodplain to qualify
for flood insurance. Property owners can
insure their buildings and contents and renters
can insure their possessions. Currently a
maximum of $250,000 of building coverage
is available for single family residential
buildings and condominiums and $500,000
for commercial structures. The limits on
contents are $100,000 for all residential
buildings and $500,000 for commercial
buildings.

Just because your house has not flooded in
the recent past does not mean that you are
safe. There is a thirty day waiting period
before a flood insurance policy takes effect,
so you should call your insurance agent now.

NATURAL & BENEFICIAL FUNCTIONS

Floodplains, stream channels, and wetlands
are nature’s way of controlling flooding.
They keep the flood waters from overtopping
natural barriers. They also act as a filtering
system for the environment and as a wildlife
habitat. Therefore, the City along with the
New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection requires that they be safeguarded
against encroachments. Any filling or litter
in these natural land uses can and will
contribute to flooding.

PROPERTY PROTECTION MEASURES

All new construction in Linden must be built
to the floodplain ordinance regulations.
Existing residences, industrial and
commercial buildings located in floodplains
can be protected by several measures to
withstand  floods. Depending on the
situation, location and availability of funds,
the following measures can be used:

1. Install a sump system to dispose of
infiltrating water.

2. Strengthen basement walls.

3. Install water resistant materials, such as
paints, floors, carpets, doors and windows.

4. Elevate electrical and mechanical
equipment in the basement.

5. Flood-proof walls, windows and doors.

6. Construct floodwalls or closures.

7. Elevate structures.

8. Install backwater valves.

The Construction Code Department (908-474-
8462) is available for site visits to review
flooding, drainage, and sewer problems and
providing one-on-one advice to the property
owner about protecting a home from
flooding. The visit can be to review an
existing problem or to provide advice to
someone contemplating developing or
improving a property.

If flooding is likely, and time permits, move
essential items and furniture to the upper
floors of your building.

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

To regulate development in the floodplain,
the City of Linden, in conjunction with state
and federal agencies, has developed a Storm
Water Control and Floodplain Ordinance.
The purposes of the ordinance are to protect
the public health and safety, prevent
construction that would increase flooding and
preserve the natural environment. The
ordinance is under the jurisdiction of the City
Engineering Department. .

No developments in the floodplain, whether
construction of structures or installation of
fill, are permitted without approvals from the
City Engineer or Planning Board.  The
Construction Code Department can then issue
the proper permits.

Should illegal floodplain development be
observed, you are urged to call the Linden
City Engineer (908-474-8470), Linden
Construction Code Department (908-474-
8458), Linden Police Department (908-474-
8500) or the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (609-292-2795).

DRAINAGE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE

The various watercourses and storm sewers
are necessary to carry stormwater and
prevent flooding to properties. To keep the
drainage systems flowing freely, the City has
prohibited the following activities in the open
channels and closed sewers and their vicinity:

1. Dumping any solid waste, garbage, trash,
leaves, grass or debris.

2. Dumping untreated sewage or industrial
wastes.

3. Storage of pesticides, flammable,
explosive and hazardous materials.

Any violations of these regulations should be
immediately reported to the Police
Department (908-474-8500).

Although the Linden Department of Public
Works cleans the catch basins along the
curbline of the municipal roadways, prior to a
heavy rain event check the catch basin nearest
your property and remove any debris as
necessary.

This brochure has been prepared by the
Linden Engineering Department, 301 North
Wood Avenue, Linden, N.J. 07036 (908-474-
8470).



